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PROGRAM UPDATES 

Continuation Applications 

The Administration for Community Living updated 

the continuation funding application kit in 

GrantSolutions on March 2. Applications for 

continuation funding are due by March 20 and 

should be submitted via GrantSolutions.  

Contact Elizabeth Leef, the ACL TBI Program Project Officer at 

Elizabeth.Leef@acl.hhs.gov with program questions or LaDeva Harris, ACL Grants 

Management Specialist at LaDeva.Harris@acl.hhs.gov with system questions. 

State Spotlights 

Iowa Department of Public Health 

Iowa unveiled its participation in Unmasking Brain 

Injury during its 25th Annual Brain Injury Alliance-

Iowa Conference on March 2 and 3. Iowa joins 

several other groups and states, including Kansas, 

Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, 

North Dakota, and Vermont in presenting the project. 

Unmasking Brain Injury promotes awareness of the 

prevalence of brain injury, educates others about 

what it is like to live with a brain injury, and highlights 

how those who sustained a brain injury continue to 

add value to their communities.  

The conference also included a family and caregiver 

workshop and brain injury resource fair that included 

information on brain injury programs and facilities, 

providers, assistive technology, advocacy 

organizations, support groups, and waiver 

information.  

Tennessee Department of Health 

The Tennessee Disability Coalition, which includes the Tennessee Department of 

Health and Project BRAIN, Brain Resource and Information Network created 

“Concussion and Traumatic Brian Injury: Information for Families,” a compilation of 
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resources and four videos available in English and Spanish. The information is intended 

to help families and others better understand brain injury and where to learn more. 

Concussion and Traumatic Brain Injury: Information for Families is available on the 

Tennessee Disability Coalition website.  

Have an update you want others to know about? We want to hear it! 

How did your state agency observe Brain Injury Awareness Month? Any states that 

would like to share program updates are encouraged to submit information to the TBI 

Coordinating Center by emailing TBICC@us.gt.com. 

COLLABORATION CORNER 

The TBI Coordinating Center will host a webinar on March 30 to provide a recap of TBI 

Awareness Month activities. Specifically, the webinar will provide a forum to review 

discussion topics and lessons learned from the March 21 pre-meeting and March 22 

TBI Awareness Day on the Hill event. We will summarize the discussions from the days’ 

events and provide updates on next steps. Stay tuned for the invitation to participate! 

We are always eager to hear about other potential collaboration opportunities. Please 

email us with your submission. 

RESEARCH AND POLICY UPDATES 

Brain Injury Association of America Announces 2017 Legislative Issue Briefs 

The Brain Injury Association of America released its updated Legislative Issue Briefs 

detailing the critical public policy issues of importance to people with brain injury on Feb. 

28. States and advocates can use the updated issue briefs to educate national, state, 

and local government officials on topics ranging from access to care, research, TBI Act 

appropriations, and information on the Congressional Brain Injury Task Force.  

Studies Uncover Long-Term Effects of TBI  

Researchers from Cincinnati Children's Hospital presented research on long-term 

effects of TBI an average of seven years after injury during the annual meeting of the 

Association of Academic Physiatrists in Las Vegas on Feb. 10. Patients with mild to 

moderate brain injuries are two times more likely to have developed attention difficulties, 

and those with severe injuries are five times more likely to develop secondary attention-

deficit hyperactivity disorder. These researchers also found that parenting and the home 

environment exert a powerful influence on recovery. Children with severe TBI in optimal 

environments may show few effects of their injuries while children with milder injuries 

from disadvantaged or chaotic homes often demonstrate persistent problems. Early 

family response is particularly important for long-term outcomes suggesting that working 

to promote effective parenting may be an important early intervention. 
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New Test May Quickly Identify Mild TBI with Underlying Brain Damage  

While most patients with mild TBI (mTBI) or concussion 

fully recover, a significant number do not, and earlier 

diagnosis could lead to better management of patients 

at risk for developing persistent symptoms. 

Researchers developed a new test that could lead to 

earlier diagnosis and more effective treatment of mTBI. 

“Mild TBI is currently diagnosed with subjective clinical 

assessments,” Peter J. Bergold, Ph.D. professor of 

physiology and pharmacology at SUNY Downstate 

Medical Center, said in the Journal of Neurotrauma. 

The new test is inexpensive and offers physicians a 

quick and reliable method for screening for mTBI. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

TBI Awareness Day on the Hill is quickly 

approaching! ACL will host a pre-meeting on 

March 21 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ACL will also 

host a brown-bag lunch during Brain Injury 

Awareness Day on the Hill from noon to 2 p.m. 

The TBI Coordinating Center would love to hear 

from any grantees who are planning to participate 

in the March meetings. Email us for more information.  

Not able to attend the pre-meeting or TBI Awareness Day on the Hill? Not to worry. The 

TBI Coordinating Center team will provide a summary of the days’ events and host a 

webinar to review discussion topics and lessons learned on March 30.  

TBI IN THE NEWS 

March is Brain Injury Awareness Month | Get Involved!! 

Amy Zellmer is a frequent contributor to The Huffington Post and advocate dedicated to 

raising awareness of TBI and the long-term effects people may experience after injury. 

Her Huffington Post article, “March is Brain Injury Awareness Month | Get Involved!!,” 

includes the schedule of events for TBI Awareness Day on the Hill and tips on how to 

get involved if you are not able to attend the day’s events. 

I Survived a Traumatic Brain Injury – and Discovered a New Kind of Normal 

In the early summer of 2014, Andrea Park was enjoying a good friend’s wedding in 

Sonoma, Calif. She describes walking down the aisle, the sun beating down on the 

guests, and giving a speech about her friend’s deep love for the groom. The wedding 

New test measures visual reaction time to 
diagnose potential TBI earlier 
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celebration came to an abrupt end when Park’s cab was hit by a drunk driver while she 

traveled to a bar to continue celebrating after the wedding party. Park sustained an 

acute subdural hematoma, and scored a 4 on the Glasgow Coma Scale when she 

arrived in the emergency room (3 is the lowest and most severe score). The article 

covers her physical and psychological recovery and the process of discovering how to 

cope and live with the effects of her injury. 
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